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CHANDLER AWARD:
WINNER:

MERY BINNS
MERYV BINNS
MERY BINNS

The Chandler Award recoanices cignificant contributione to the appreciation
of Science Fiction in Australia, via oprofescional and/or f2nnish endeavours,
tarried out over a sustained period of tige.

The inaugural Chandlzr Award  wasz preEsen
Ikin 1n recogniticn c©f his continuing pub
Fictien; his editing of tuwo collecticns o4 4us
named fustralian Sciencz Fiction, the aother @
Bustrslian Speculative Storiesy ancd his caontri
in Sydney and Ferth,

ian Sciehce ficti - one aptiy
S Heptils Breakout and Qther
tons te fannich publishing both

The csecond Chandler Award wae awarded +o Merv Binng in recaognitien of his
many years of szrvice to the Melbourne Fannish community, bafore, during, and
after Space Age Books. It was presented by Leigh Edmonds on  behalf of the
Foundation in &pril, 1993, 2t the Matcon in Perth — Swancon 18

The Chandler award will continue to be precented &t irrogular int
possibly in corjunctien with a  Natipnal &F Cenventicn, cshoeld a ds
candidate be brought forward during a particuiar year.

ervals,
£

Erving

Nominaticns for the next Chandler Award are NDOW OGPEN, and chould b=
forwarded to:

Australian Science Fiction Foundation
F.0. Egx 4024

University aof Melbourne,

Victoria, Australia. 2052



And now s fzw words zbout the Dhardler award winner:

e

MERV BINNS
{noctes for an appreciaticn by Robin Johnson)

I moved to this tountry in  early 1249, but had hknown Merv  for about tweo
years by that time. Before I left the U permanently, I had developed an interest
in 8F end Fanzines, and was going to Conventions., At this time I was working for
BOAL, {now British Airways) and travel was very eaczy for me, Coming to Melbourne
in 1967 or 198368, I fpund McBille Newsagency in Elizaheth Street. Checking the
magazines in there one day, I got talking to Merv. I bought an =arly copy of John
Bangeund’'s ASFR, and was shown over the Melbourne 5F Club‘s mesting rooms around
the back of the shop in Somerset Flace; a property belonging to McBills and
leased out as & result of Merv's initiative fand gartly because no-one else
apuld take it ony. I was very impressed, I admit partly because of the old
hydraulic 1ift in the building, but also with the fact that the club had ail that
space in the middie of the city. Unfortunately I wasn't able to pet to a meeting,
as | was leaving for Sydney the next gay., Merv +tpld me about the Sydney SF
Foundatioen, which had recently started, and gave me Ron Llarke’'s name and addres
to contact. As a result of going to am S5FF meeting, when [ moved to Sydney =om
time iater, I had contacts with fandom right away.

=
=
=
=

building Dame Edna referred o acs

My first fustralian Con was  at  th
sterccocn, fampus for heing the first

]
Carnegie Hall - the {949 Murrumbeena Easte

fustralian Con with a reaconable gender atic - mainly due to the influsnce of
Start Trek and Mr Spock. Merv was almnst as omnipresent acs John PBangsund. Az an
interstate visitor I was pretty impressed with the Con, and with the amount of
energy that seemed to be arcund. Nearly everyone seesed to be involved with Mery
in at least one o©of hic several activitiez - Merv's father, Ernig, was running a
daklia nursery, and was the onply perscn who had difficulty getting him to do
things.

After 1 got back to Sydney, several Sydney fans decided toc get busy and rur
a Con there. I'm not sure whether Merv made the trip North to that firet Syncon-
held the Hew Year MWeekend in the Epping Scout Hall ~ but I remenmber meeting Hon
Braham for the first time. It nmust have been sson after this that Kon went into
partnership with Merv to enable him to leave HcBills and set up his own business,
Alse about this time it became diffitult for Herv o be at the same time McBills
employee and their tenant at Somerset Place. There were objections by the Town
Hall! and the Helbourne ire Brigade to the chowing of lémm films, which used
highly combustible nitrate steck, in an upstairs lpocation of & very combustible
Suilding. {Merv was alzo responsible for atquiring and showing =some early BF
movies that never officially made it to Bustraliz - £43

Space fge FHooks Pty Ltd operated imitially upstairs ip the HBeehive building
in Elizabeth St. #herever Space Age Books was - the Beehive or the two subseguent
thop premises in Swanston St - this waz  twith the weekly mgal at Degraves 8t
Tavern) the centre of Melbourne Fandom. I moved tc Melbourne in 1971, and by this
time, the big project was the 1975 Worldcon bid., Merv and his shop figured
prominently in John Litchen's first  fucsgisfan film, made in 1972, which was
probably the largest =zingle factor in the winning ef the bid, Huch of the work of
planning and scripting was done_on his premises, and frequently by people o©n his
payroll and -on his time. MNe-one could say he naver complained, but he was one of
those who wae able to sez frpm the start that a YerldCon in fAustralia would not
only generats foreign interest in Australia, but also invelve a large number of
new fans here. i

ka2



“eanwhile Merv's Melbourne Faptasy Filwm Sroup was showing filme  at the
Wesleyan Hall. BSome of these #ilms wers horror fiips oniy newly pargpiited ig he
screensd here atier Don Chippg relausd the censzorship regulations,

Over the lead-up to 1975, ne was cne of the Australian fane  who nas meking
trips to the world conventions  and heiping make Australia petier known among
cverseas fans tnrough thie period, By 1975, Space Age was set up in the Carr
Camera Building, ang ceemsd %o he employing half the fans in Melbourne, as well
as hosting the AEFC and its library, (though rot the film projectors) on its top

figor.

The lead up peried and the convention its
been a drain on the resources of Merv and his b
and certainly not Merv, ur the ailing Ron Braha
money it cost, Mezlbourne and Australia made many
ene knows it better ihan ne.

elf, AUSSIECON, in 1975, must have
inesgs. I think ne-one involved,

egrudged the eféfprt, time, an
ldwide friends then, and no-

I see Merv lesz ofien now that I live away from Melbourne, His life ie SF
and Fantasy films and &o uhs, and o his great credit, he is still making his
tivipg in the field hz has known and loved since his teerage years., I°'d like to
finizh 2y zaving that I'm =a-iy sigazed that the Foundation has zeen  Fit to
award Merv the Chandler dward for his services %g fustraiian faznccm. 1'm sure the
good Captain, as he lochks tach from the Rim. zgrees with me that he deserves it,

Fobin
tRokin, while he livez in Tasmania, .can often be sesn  arcupd  +he country,
drummi ng up T z 177 J whicth is to be nheld in Tzesmania. We
thank him g g4

DATES T3 REMEMBER:

-

23 danuary 1994 Annual Memorial Roger MWeodall Ficnic in the Park
:
Foyal Botanic Bardens, Melaourne
Evervone welcome.
30 January 13794 A5FF Annual General Meeting
2:00pm, 137 Breen §t, Ivanhce.
Fhy {03 72% 2327 {Donnal
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Timothy Zahn

{Bantam Hocks, New York, 19%2, Harsd Cover)

The story takes place five years after the happenings in RETURN OF THE JEDT
- Han and lela are married and expecting Jedi Twins, Lando and Chewy are with
them working for the Republiz which is threatening to fall apart, suffering fronm
petty sguabbles. Lukes is continuing in his guest to bezome a full Jedi. The
Enmperor is dead, but the Empire is m&naging to regroup in remote areas. Who ic
Grand Admiral Thrawn? Hhat mysteriocuc fleet it he eearching for, and why is he szc
interestad in Mara? dhy does Mara bear such hatred for Luke? How true are the
rumours of the existence of a dark Jedi? Thzee are the various story threads that
are Sealt with, and which, I imagine, will he finalised in the ¢inal book of the
‘cycle’. ' :

I haén't vread the +$irst beok in the trilogy and wasn't expecting much fron
an idea that was such 3 success on the zcreen. Would this be able to capture and
maintain the excifement of the $ilms? 1 was pleasantly surprised. The establiched
tharacters werez deveioped further while remaining irue *o  their ‘Lnown’
characterisation in  the STAR  WARS films. The new characferc were well develeoped
and provided depth and intsrsst to tha sisry. Iahm's =siyle is guite engrossing. |
really enjoyed the book, immediatsly get  hold of the first novel (Heir to the
tmpire) and am eagerly awaiting the final book. [ recommend the novel,
particularly te STAR HARS' faps.

Cath Ortlieb

{Bantam Precss, London, 1992, Hard Cover) .

Killashandra, the most exmerienced and gifted Crvstal Singer, is sent to the
distant planet, Opal, with her partner, Llars Dakl, +to investigate a new ‘Jewel
Junk' that has proved to be deadly to thoca who come into contact with it. They
survive the examinaticn and leave some of Ballybran‘s crystale ihat had bsen
abeerbed into the mysterious jewel, not ant wiser about it purpose or uses. It's
not until many years later that they realize just how important this jewel ic to
become to the fortunss of Hallvaran. '

Unfortunately th g
the way of 2 number o
lest the plot of the s
This novel i th
you didn't like Dapi

ta The Crvystal Zincer and Killashandra has gone
‘s recent novels - tmo much  ‘soap’, At times I
ltogether, znd wondersd whether che had, zs5 well.
if you're a collector of MecCaffrey’'s novels, 14
ther. At any rate, wait for the paperback.

Cath Oriliceb

ALl THE WEYRS OF PERp

‘Bantam Frese, Loendon, 1992, Trade Paperbach
I wes beginning to dsspair, bacausa I loved Mcfafsrey's sarlisr novels ang



have all of them. I was 'introduced’ tg McCaffrey via he
immediately hooked., [ couldn’t wait to read more; that is,
years. fis indicated in the zbove review, an & previcus review of Da
McCaffrey’'s recent novels have besn disappointing - they rzad too much like the
socaps on TV, But All the Wevyrs of Pern recaptures the fascination of the earlier
novels,

All the iWeyrs of Pern follows the events of The HRenegades of Fern - the
discovery of Landing and AIVAS (Artificial. Intelligence Veoice Address Systenm).

gssa, F'lar, Jaxonm, Piemur, Robinton, and the others learn about the beginnings

the settlement of Pern, and come of the old crafts which had been lcst over
time. Not . everyone welcomed the information =~ there was fear and jealousy, and
some tried to prevent AIVAS from revealing more, Yet the greatest thallenge to
soth riders and dragons was the plan to permanently remove the threst of Thread.
Would the opponents to the use of 4IVAS succeed in silencing it? Can the plan
succeed? At what cost?

This is the best nove!l McCaffrey has written for a while, Those who love the
ezarlier dragon books must read it. I4 McCaffrey can write novels like thig, I
can’t wait for the next one., Recommended.

Cath Ortlieb

AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE FICTION FOUNDATION

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name:
Address:
.
I, ; desire to become a member/renew my
men ience Ficticn Foundation., In the svent of my being

bershnip of the fusiralian §
epted 2= a3 member, I agr
2i

o o
a t by the rules of the Bzzociation for the
time being in force,

t3ignature of fpplicant) {8ignature of Nominator)

Fees: Annual Membership $5.00 / Joining Fee f{extral) $5.00 enclosed

Fost completed form to: ASFF.Hemberships, F.0. Box 4024, University of Melbourne,
Vic, Australia, 39052

{¥icterian reguiatione ¢ fpr Incorporated csocisties reguire that memberships he
approved. New members pav both annual & joining fess. 1.8, £10.00)
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